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vfiﬁgxw Westminster Medical School,
17 Horseferry Road,
London S.W.1.

26th October, 19064,

Dear Sir,

As the result of a letter I wrote to a Bath residemt
recently, it has. been suggested i you may be able to help me.

I am engaged in writing an article on Dr, Elisha
Perkins of Plainfield, Connecticut, and his "metallic tractors",
which were introduced to England at the end of the eighteenth
wnonCeRYUTY by his son Benjamin, Briefly, ﬁmgtall;c tractgrﬁticn"
Sus ot I0R 8-BPULlous means of religying. pein (oo - Sl
“edly) on Galvani's theories of e;gcgnicity, and Qnggyed a pop-
ularity not unlike that of Mesmer's "ani#fd]l magnetism® - also
the same amount of ridicule.

In an article by Walter Steinbr (full reference below‘)
mention is made of a Mr., Charles Cunningham Langworthy, with an
apparent residence or surgery at 11 Bond Street, Bath. Although
a surgeon, he seems to have made some money on the side selling
"Perkins' Patent Tractors" at five guineas the pair. (They cost
only a few pence to makel!l)

Some time after 1795, and probably before 1805 he
wrote "A View of Perkinean Electricity, or an Enqulry Into the
Influence of Metallic Tractors."

I understand from Mr. Cooke, who has a business at the
present No. 11 0ld Bond Street, that you have been doing some
researches into Mr. Langworthy. If you could possibly shed




some maQre light onto his activities in Perkinean Electricity
.etcetera, I should be really most grateful.

.

Yours sincerely,
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ﬁfﬁﬁ°::§?i Westminster Medical Schw;3

g; /75ﬁmi‘i 17 Horseferry Road,

g’\.\ 3§0\\; 5 London S.W.1.
A ndated 90 <- b

Your ref: R185/1/1704

2nd November, 1964.

Dear Sir,

Thank you very much for your 1ettcr ef 5%&% &sa\§~
the details of Mr, Cunningham. They are most valuable in
completing the picture.

With all the other activities - clinical and literary -
heaped on my plate at the moment, it will I fear be at least
six months before the article finally appears in print. I shall ,
be delighted to send you a copy of the joumnal when it is published

Yours faithfully,

TG e B

T. Jardine-Brown.

Peter Pagan Esq., B.A.,F.L.A,,
The Reference Ljibrary,
Queen Square,

Bath
Somsrset.
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giehar(i Ao Hﬂnter, Eg‘%;’ Eu»)’ guﬂep

54 Porchester Gste,
London %W,2.

Dear 3ir,

Further to your ' > P 25tk Fébruary regar- ing the sbove,
we g%wseas n copy of the second ecition of "A vie "(ete, ), while
the locsl uirectorles, although pubiishec irregularly curing his
lifetime, glve some deteile of his re@ wenes in Bath,

His name fiprst sppeers in 1° 95 nd in that year anc sl«¢ in
180¢ andé 1812 he is mentioned as 11v1ng at 43 Hew Elng Stpeet,

Bg 1819 he had moved to 19 Kensington lace, snd from st least
2L to the end of his 1life he lived at 2L éireuﬁ.

Pwo consecutive entries in the 15624 directory sun as follows:
Langworthy,Dz. physieian to Kingsdownwhouse Lunstic Assylum [sic ]

2 " Circus.
Langworthy, A.%. e€sq, member ~f the Royal College of Surgeons,Loncon,
2L, Circus,

The 7atter was his son, vho is also mentioned with him in
1826, 1829 and 1637, In 1828 he degepdibec in 8 B3, note as '3urgeon
to the Kingsdovn House Tunatie Aisglum', ond in 1837 his Christisn
name sre giV$n =8 Robert ﬂustinzﬁA”e Yh.h,' in 182l wes presumably
a mistake ), "n 1841 snd 18,6 only the name of 0,C.L. spoemre, snd
the Local Registrar has informea me that he died at 24 Olrcna on
28 June 1847, aged 76, '

An entry in the Bath Chrenisle of Thursday, July 1, 1847 runs:
'June 28, at his house, in the Circus, after a protracted illness,
Dy. Charies Guﬁningham Langworthy, highly respected for his
estimeble qualites, and one of the oldest practitioners of this ocity*,

An advertic mant in the fo’lowing number of the ssme paper
(Thursday July 8, 1847) saye: 'Drp, Austen Langworthy reapectfully
intimates .,. Ehat he has succeeded hig father ,.., in the proprie~
tar@hig end supepintendence of the gbove old-established Lunatie
Asylum' (Kingsddh House)., It mentions &his lengthened expericnce
in the managemefit of the Lengwaaea Asylum, near Bristol', :nd
atotes that letters shsulﬁ‘b;//aéfreasad te 3, Park strees, Briastol,

or 7, Pulteney Street, Bath
I regret that I am unab to trace any other details, As you
suggest, the Wiltshire County Archivist, Mp, M.G.Rathbone, A,L.A.,



Wiltshire County Offices, Trowbridge, may be able to help you,

Yours faithfully,
. Clomad oo ; Direetor.
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BAYSWATER 6136. | 26'266(/&‘7,

¥

54, PORCHESTER CATE,

B T P s

LONDON, W. 2.
The Reference Librarlan s -.wwwﬁf 25 PFebruary 1960
Bath P Rege ln nd
Cin e g
Dear Sir,

Re Charles Cunningham Langworthy
I should be most graseful for aby inﬁﬁfyation you can give me
about the above-mentioned. In 1798 he pubf;shed A view of the

Perkinean Electricity (Bristol; second edition Bath, 1798) in which

he describes himself as 'Surgeon,rof Bath'. He is next noticed in

the Parliamentary Bnguiry into Madhouses, 1815, p.2l1 as 'Dr., Lang-

worthy of Kingsdown House, Box, Wiltshire' and owner of a private

lunatic asylum there. In the 1844 Report of the Meiropolitan Com-—

missioners in Lunacy he is described as 'Langworthy, ¢.c. (M.D. )

and of the same address. I presume these last two refer to the
same Dr. Langworthy.

I am referring to him in a history of psychiatry and am anxious
to include some biographical material. If you think it worthwhile\
I should be grateful also if you would transmit this request to
the Wiltshire County Archivist or I will write im direct if you so
advise.

Thank you very much for your trouble,

Yours truly,

Qrieﬁ‘ N Db

Richard A, Hunter, MD, MRCP.




